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China (Taiwan) as they celebrate their upcom-
ing National Day on October 10th.

| visited Taiwan as a state legislator and
often welcome its representatives to Las
Vegas and to my Washington, DC office. With
the expansion of the Visa Waiver Program to
include Taiwan, we hope to continue to wel-
come more Taiwanese tourists and business
travelers to Las Vegas.

Nevada’s First Congressional District is
home to a vibrant Taiwanese American Com-
munity that enhances our local culture.

| am proud to consider myself a friend of
Taiwan. The relationship between our two na-
tions has been strong over the past century.
This mutually beneficial partnership relation-
ship has strengthened and enriched our eco-
nomic, political, and cultural ties.

It should be fostered and promoted in the
coming years.

| congratulate the people of Taiwan on the
occasion of their National Day and join them
in their celebration.

———
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Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Flatwoods Red Hat Tulips, a
local chapter of the National Red Hat Society,
an organization of women who provide com-
munity service in the town of Flatwoods and
throughout Braxton County, West Virginia.

The Flatwoods Red Hat Tulips were found-
ed in 2005 and have spent the past nine years
organizing events and volunteering to make
their community a better place to live, work,
and raise a family. The impact of these
women has been felt by an array of causes,
including well known groups such as The
American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life,
March of Dimes, Bikers for Babies, and The
American Heart Association. In addition, the
ladies have held fundraisers for local organiza-
tions like the Braxton County Animal Shelter
and the local Lions Club, which helps provide
eye exams and glasses to children. Every
year in May, the ladies host a candlelight serv-
ice at the local Hospice Memorial to honor
members of the community who have passed
away.

Just next month, the Flatwoods Red Hat Tu-
lips will host an event benefitting the local ani-
mal shelter's Capture, Neuter, and Release
Program, which aims at combating the stray
dog and cat problem in the community. They
remain an active group through the year and
meet regularly at different restaurants in the
area and can often be found visiting the
Braxton County Senior Center in Sutton.

The Flatwoods Red Hat Tulips are led by
Queen Mum Judy Norvell and Vice Queen
Joyce Black.

Mr. Speaker, Flatwoods, Braxton County,
and indeed the State of West Virginia, owe the
Flatwoods Red Hat Tulips many thanks for
their hard work and dedication to the commu-
nity and their neighbors. | am honored to rep-
resent such a distinguished group of women in
Congress.
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Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, | am honored
to recognize Eduardo Eurnekian, a truly re-
markable man.

As Chairman of the International Raoul
Wallenberg Foundation (IRWF), Mr. Eurnekian
has made a significant contribution to pre-
serving and promoting the extraordinary leg-
acy of Raoul Wallenberg, the WWII Swedish
diplomat who is credited with saving scores of
Jews in Budapest from the horrors of the Hol-
ocaust. Raoul Wallenberg disappeared on
January 17, 1945 when he went to meet with
members of the Soviet Army to discuss the fu-
ture of the Jewish refugees in Hungary. Im-
prisoned by the Stalinist regime along with his
loyal driver, Vilmos Langfelder, his fate and

whereabouts, now 70 years later, remain
shrouded in mystery.
In 1981, our nation honored Raoul

Wallenberg by making him an Honorary Cit-
izen of the United States, only the second per-
son to be so honored (following Winston
Churchill). More recently, on July 9, 2014, the
U.S. Congress presented him the Congres-
sional Gold Medal in recognition of his human-
itarian service.

Under the leadership of Mr. Eurnekian and
in collaboration with IRWF founder Baruch
Tenembaum (who was honored by this House
on September 10, 2003), the IRWF has
worked tirelessly to preserve and promote the
legacy of the hero who became a victim him-
self. It has been reaching out to tens of thou-
sands of young people around the world, in-
stilling Raoul’s spirit of civic courage and soli-
darity in their hearts and minds.

Just recently, Mr. Eurnekian spearheaded
the events celebrating the award of the Con-
gressional Gold Medal to Raoul Wallenberg.
Dozens of Members of Congress had the op-
portunity to learn about the IRWF and to pay
tribute to its outstanding work at a luncheon
ceremony prior to the moving award presen-
tation in the Capitol Rotunda. Mr. Eurnekian
was there presented with the “Guardian of the
Rescuer’'s Legacy,” a magnificent statue sym-
bolizing peace and solidarity that was created
by the renowned artist Frank Meisler.

In an effort to raise global awareness of
Raoul Wallenberg, and to pay tribute to world
leaders who treasure the values of the Swed-
ish hero, Mr. Eurnekian and Mr. Tenembaum
have bestowed the Raoul Wallenberg Centen-
nial Medal upon many distinguished individ-
uals throughout the world. These include the
former British PM Gordon Brown, the former
President of Slovakia Ivo Gasparovic, the
President of the European Commission Jose
Manuel Barroso, the former Secretary of Pope
John XXIII Cardinal Loris Capovilla, the leg-
endary British savior Sir Nicholas Winton, the
President of the Hellenic Republic Karolos
Papoulias, the Former Minister of Justice of
Canada and long-time Wallenberg supporter
and prominent human rights activist Professor
Irwin Cotler.

The IRWF strives to raise awareness of
Raoul Wallenberg’'s legacy and fate, urging
international leaders to raise their voices.
President Obama did so in his video address
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of April 19, 2012 entitled “Remembering and
Honoring Courage.” Similarly, former Aus-
tralian PM Julia Gillard paid tribute in a video
address devoted to the Swedish diplomat.

Under Mr. Eurnekian’s leadership, the IRWF
has not shied away from difficult legal chal-
lenges. On August 5, 2014, after a protracted
five-year-long battle, the Argentinean Supreme
Court overturned a lower court judgment in
favor of the grandson of an Argentinean dip-
lomat, Luis Hernan Irigoyen, who had been
stationed at the Argentine Embassy in Berlin
during the Nazi regime. After the IRWF ac-
cused the diplomat of letting Argentine Jews
die, the diplomat’s grandson sued IRWF for
damages. The high court decided that the
IRWF will not have to idemnify the diplomat’s
grandson and that “even the harshest criticism
has Constitutional Protection.” Years before
this unprecedented ruling, following a cam-
paign by the IRWF, the then-Foreign Minister
of Argentina, Mr. Rafael Bielsa, ordered the
removal of a plaque that was placed inside the
Argentine Chancellery in homage to 12 Argen-
tine diplomats (Irigoyen was among them) that
allegedly worked in favor of persecuted Jews.
The IRWF proved that this honor was
undeserved.

Mr. Eurnekian is an internationally recog-
nized entrepreneur. He is CEO and President
of Corporacion America, whose diverse hold-
ings include management of more than 50 air-
ports, infrastructure development, mining, fi-
nancial services, energy, agricultural, wine and
nano-technology and microchip production. He
serves as First Vice-President of the Argen-
tinean Chamber of Commerce and is a Mem-
ber of the Executive Board of the International
Chamber of Commerce.

His work has earned him a variety of pres-
tigious awards and prizes, including the fol-
lowing: “Businessman of the Year” from (Ar-
gentina 1995); “Leonardo Award” from the
Italian Government (1999); “Man of the Year”
from the Armenian General Benevolent Union
(2010); “Knight of Holy Etchmiadzin Order”
from the Catholicos of all Armenians, His Holi-
ness Karekin Il (2011); “Certificate of Appre-
ciation” from UNDP for his role as an “advo-
cate for sustainable development” in Armenia
(2012); “Business for Peace Award” from the
Oslo Business for Peace Foundation (2012);
“Businessman of the Year” from CAMACOL—
Latin Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(2012); and “Businessman of the Year—Serv-
ices Category” from the Argentine Business-
men Association (2012). In spite of his many
commitments, Mr. Eurnekian did not hesitate
for a single moment when offered the chal-
lenge to lead the IRWF—and he has led with
tireless commitment, passion and ingenuity.

Now 82 years old, Eduardo Eurnekian con-
tinues his activism with passion and vigor. Al-
though he has never received any compensa-
tion for his work on behalf of the IRWF, he
has generously contributed his own funds to
the mission of this important organization,
whose membership includes more than 300
heads of state, Nobel Prize laureates and ac-
complished individuals from all walks of life.
Indeed, the former Archbishop of Buenos
Aires, Jorge Mario Bergoglio, joined its ranks
many years ago, and the IRWF is honored to
include him, now known as Pope Francis, in
its membership.

Together with Baruch Tenembaum and in
the spirit of the IRWF, Mr. Eurnekian is now
working to create an Armenian cultural center
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